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VIII Class]                           SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT- II Practice Paper (2019-20)            Subject: English                  

Section – A 

Reading Comprehension  

I. Read the following passage. 

Dr. Dwarakanath Kotnis was born in lower middle class family on October 10, 1910 in Sholapur, 

Mumbai. A vivacious kid by nature, Dr. Kotnis forever aspired to become a doctor. After 

completing his graduation in medicine from G.S. Medial College, Bombay, he went on to purse his 

post-graduation internship. However, he put aside his post-graduation plans when he got the chance 

to join the medical aid to China. 

Dr. Kotnis always wanted to travel around the world and practice medicine in different part fo the 

globe. He started his medical expedition in Vietnam, and then moved on to Singapore and Brunel. 

In 1937, the communist General Zhu De requested Jawaharlal Nehru to send Indian Physicians to 

China during the second Sino-Japanese War to help the soldiers. The president of the Indian 

National Congress. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose accepted the requested and made arrangements to 

send a team of vo9lutener doctors. A medical team of five doctors was sent s part of Indian Medical 

Mission Team in September 1938. The medical team comprised of M. Atal, M.Cholkarm, D. 

Kotnis, B.K. Basu and D. Mukherjee. After the war, all other stay back and serev at the military 

base. He initially started his work in Yan’an and then went to the anti-Japanese base area in North 

China where he worked in the surgical department of the Eight Route Army General Hospital as the 

Physician – in- Charge. 

  It was while working the soldiers that Dr. Kotnis lost his heart, to a Chinese woman, Guo Qinglan. 

They were working in the same hospital. Dr. Kotnis was a doctor and Guo a nurse. In November 

1941, Kotnis married Guo and son was born on August 23, 1942. They named the boy ‘Yin Hua’ 

combining the Chines characters. “Yin” for Indian and “Hua” for China. 

Now answer the following questions. Each question has four choices. Choose the correct 

answer and write (A), (B), (C) or (D) in your answer booklet.     

1. Dr. Kotnis forever aspired to become a doctor. the underlined word means:                 [       ] 

a) Aim        b)  Inefficient         

c) Lazy       d) aimless after the war 

2. Dr. Kotnis decided to stay back after the war and serve at the military base because… [       ] 

b) He was expecting the war we would continue 

c) He did like India 

d) He wanted practice medicine there 

e) He wanted to learn more 

3. His first practice abroad was at ………       [       ] 

a) Singapore      b) Japan        

c) Brunei        d) Vietnam   

4. Guo-Qinglan was a …………..        [       ] 

a) Doctor        b) Head of surgery department     

c) Nurse      d) Lady Soldier  



5. A medical team of 5 doctors sent to China were……      [       ] 

a)D. Mukerji, B.K. Basu, Khuranna, Cholkar, M.Atal 

b) M.Atal, B.K. Basu, D. Kotnis, A.G.K. Gokhale, D. Mukherji 

c) A.K. Patel, Khranna, Gokhale, D.Kotnis, D. Mukherji 

d) M.Atal, M.Cholkar, D. Kotnos, B.K. Basu, D. Mukherji 

Answer the following questions in two or three sentences.   

6. After the passage, How would describe Dr. Kotnis? 

7. Why did he leave his post-graduation incomplete? 

8. What did Dr. Kotnis want to do travelling different parts of the world? 

9. What request did General Zhu De make to Pandit Jwaharalal Nehru? 

10. Why did Dr. Kotnis and his wife name their son “Yin Hua”? 

 Read the following passage. 

The moment I see letters waiting for me on the doorstep when I return form work, I can’t contain 

my excitement. Its almost as if I’m face to face with my near and dear ones and they are speaking 

affectionately to me. Instantly the exhaustion of office work Vanishes and my heart grows light. 

Instead of entering the kitchen muttering, ‘oh, no, oh God’…which is what I usually do when I 

come back tired – I feel like singing a song, humming a tune, making a nice cup of coffee and 

savoring each sip. What is more, the sight of island letters or envelopes in a familiar hand gives me 

the energy and enthusiasms to quickly make and eat some pakodas or bajjis! Even though I am lazy 

about writing letters I love to receive one from some place or the other, every day. 

This is an unexpected letter. If my Akkaya, who doesn’t normally write, went out of her way to 

write a letter, there has to be a reason. As I open the letter, I am a little apprehensive. I hope it is not 

some bad news. Actually, when things are fine, no one bothers to write….Ammalu! 

You must be very surprised to receive my letter. You would be even more surprised if I were to tell 

you that you Baavagaru and I are coming to your place. We have been planning for write a while 

kasi and Haridwar. We have ow found the time. I hope you won’t find our visit inconvenient… 

Now answer the following questions. Each question has four choices. Choose the correct 

answer and write (A), (B), (C) or (D) in your answer booklet.     

1. The moment the narrator receives the letter she feels excited because she _______. [       ] 

a) dreams about the people close to her 

b) feels as if they are in person before her 

c) thinks of her near and dear 

d) gets energy and enthusiasm 

2. Which one of the following statements is not a accordance with the passage?   [       ] 

a) on receiving letters she feels tired. 

b) on receiving letters she feels like singing 

c) she is lethargic in writing the letters 

d) letter mentioned in the passage was a surprise letter. 

3. ‘You must be very surprised to receive my letter.’ Here ‘My’ refers to….  [       ] 

a) Ammalu             b) Akkayya      

c) Bavagaru         d) Near and dear  



4. ‘If my Akkayya who doesn’t normally write, went out of her way to write a letter.’  Idenrtify the 

idiomatic expression in the given sentence.        [       ] 

a) If my Akkayya      b) who doesn’t     

c) went out of her way     d) to write a letter  

5. ‘Making a nice cup of coffee and savoruing each sip’. What does the underline word mean? [    ] 

a) Distastefulness         b) flavor     

c) season       d) irritate 

Answer the following questions in two or three sentences.  

6. ‘Instantly the exhaustion of office work vanishes and my heart grows light.’ Why does the 

narrator say this? 

7. What does the narrator do when she receives a letter? 

8. ‘This is an unexpected letter.’ In what way the letter is unexpected? 

9. How do you inform your near and dear ones about your happy moments? Write one of them? 

10. Why is narrator worried when she opens the letter? 

 

II. Read the following passage. 

Henry Ford was a car builder. He was not the first to have the idea of the horseless coach. The 

Germans Daimler and Benz had invented it, but he was the first to use the assemble line for mass 

production. His Model – T car was the first to be produced on the assembly line. The new system 

cut the time in which the car put together from 14 hours to 1 hour and 33 minutes, eventually the 

price of the car feel from. 

$1, 2000 to $295. The car lacked certain luxuries, still, it could be relied on and did not need much 

looking after, soon the model – T became the people’s car. After nineteen years, when the Model – 

T became obsolete and saled dropped sharply for other car manufacturers, copying Ford’s assembly 

line system were able to bring down the costs of much more attractive cars- Ford developed the new 

model = A it, too was the most inexpensive car on the market. Today there are hardly factories to be 

found where Ford’s assembly line system is not being utilized for mass production. 

Now, answer the following question. Each question has four choices. Choose the correct 

answer and write (A), (B), (C) or (D) in your answer booklet. 

1. Ford’s assembly line system……….       [       ] 

a) was invented by the Germans Daimler and Benz 

b) was reliable and did not need much maintenance 

c) is used in almost every factory today 

d) became obsolete after nineteen years 

e) could put a car together in twelve hours and twenty-seven minutes 

2. Ford has to cease the production of the Model – T because…   [       ] 

a) manufacturing costs had risen to over $1,200 to $295? 

b) he could not complete with the mass production methods of Daimler and Benz 

c) the model –A was being sold at a much lower price 

d) other manufacturers had copied its design 

e) the price of more luxurious cars had dropped 



 

Answer the following questions in two or three sentences.   

3. Why did the price of cars fall from $1,200 to $295? 

4. What made the model – T to become people’s car? 

5. How did Ford’s assembly line system help other factories? 

6. Which is your favourite car? Why? 

 

This pie-chart shows reading preferences by the people between age group of 30-50. Use it 

answer the following questions. 

 

Now, answer the following question. Each question has four choices. Choose the correct 

answer and write (A), (B), (C) or (D) in your answer booklet. 

1. The newspaper are largely preferred because _______.     [       ] 

a) It helps to understand the events in details 

b) Magazines are not a daily feature. 

c) People of that age group are comfortable using internet 

d) Fiction stories are real 

 

2. Which one of the following is least preferred type of reading?    [       ] 

a) Internet  

b) Magazines 

c) Newspapers  

d) Fiction 

Answer the following questions in two or three sentences. 

3. Are people more likely to read fiction or a magazine? Why do you think so? 

4. Why did you think reference book stake least place in reading? 

5. What do you think teenager would like to read? Why? 

6. What do you prefer to read? Why? 

 

 



Section- B 

Vocabulary & Grammar  

III. Read the passage given below focusing on the parts that are underlined and answer the 

questions given at the end as directed and write it in your answer booklet. 

Civil Engineers are multifaceted, (1) taking on roles and responsibilities that are varied. 

Environment Civil Engineers focus on all round developed (2) of design and construction skill of 

working in harmony with nature. With the focus on environment issues such as waste-water and 

sewerage disposal engineers operate as guardians (3) of nature. Structural Engineers is (4) 

responsible for the design of building, offshore oil platforms etc. Highway engineers are responsible 

(5) for design of traffic flow planning, roadway geometry design etc. 

Answer the following questions as directed. 

1. Give the synonym of the word underlined. 

2. Write the correct from of the word underlined. 

3. Replace the word with similar meanings of the word underlined 

4. Write the correct from of the word underlined. 

5. Write the word opposite to the meaning of the word underlined. 

 

 Read the passage given below focusing on the parts that are underlined and answer the 

questions given at the end as directed and write in your answer booklet. 

“Who did Gopi marry?” Amma said suddenly (1) lowering her voice, I mean, what’s her (2) wife’s 

anme? Don’t say you’ve forgot (3) her name too. Don’t remember, Vimla, District Collector 

Nambiar’s eldest daughter?’ Gopi’s sister said, ‘Oh, I forgot the name. Was there a letter for (4) 

Gopi today?’ There was ‘He writes every day (5) 

Answer the following questions as directed. 

1. Write the opposite of the underlined word. 

2. Replace the underlined word with the suitable one. 

3. Write the correct from of the underline word. 

4. Replace the underlined word with the correct one. 

5. Add suitable question tag to the underlined sentence. 

 

IV. Complete the passage choosing the right word from the choices given below. Each blank is 

numbered. Write the correct word in your answer booklet.  

Raju live in a small village ……..(1) the Quantook hills in America. He was…….(2) and helpful. 

All his neighbours liked him very much, But, he was very lazy. He ……..(3) do any work at home. 

His wife always quarreled with him, ………(4) there was a quarrel at home , he ……(5) his guitar. 

1. A) besides       B) near     C) on     D) at 

2. A) friendship    B) friend      C) friendly     D) friendliness 

3. A) don’t        B) won’t     C) doesn’t     D) didn’t 

4. A) whenever    B) when     C) however     D) where 

5. A) play    B) playing    C) plays     D) played 

 



Complete the passage choosing the right word from the choices given below. Each blank is 

numbered. Write the correct word in your answer booklet.  

The kangaroos are found not only _______(1) Australia but also in New Guinea and the 

________(2) islands. They eat ____________(3) vegetables. They are very timid. They 

_______________(4) away from men. Sometimes they are also attacked _____________(5) dogs. 

Then they will try to defend. 

1. A) on      B) at      C) of     D) in 

2. A) neighborhood   B) neighbour    C) neighboring    D) neighbours 

3. A) some      B) few     C) less     D) only 

4. A) run       B) will run     C) ran     D) running 

5. A) by       B) with     C) on     D) and  

 

V.  Read the passage given below. Five sentences in the passage are numbered (1 – 5) at the 

beginning. Each of these sentences has an error. Correct and re-write them in your answer 

booklet.  

Weavers may not be formally educated but have complex calculation at their fingertips. (1) They 

drawn patterns on the graphs and copy them on threads. Janaki continued, “Just close your eyes and 

imagine! (2) Threads stretched in long with dots of different colours shining. (3) I have seen much a 

sight in village of Nalgonda.” (4) Someone told, “Teacher, the dots is like raindrops, ‘chukka’, that 

is how” the name chitiki rumal.’ This was the favourite headgear of fisherman and other labourers. 

(5) It also was the towel on the shoulders of traders in Gujarat. 

 

Read the passage given below. Five sentences in the passage are numbered (1 – 5) at the 

beginning. Each of these sentences has an error. Correct and re-write them in your answer 

booklet.  

It was while working with the soldiers that Dr. Kotnis lost his heart to a Chinese woman, Guo 

Qinglan. (1) They were working on the same hospital, (2) Dr. Kotnis was a doctor but Gua a nurse. 

In November 1941, Kotnis married Guo and a son was born on August 23rd, 1942. (3) They named 

boy “Yin Hua” combining the Chinese Characters “Yin” for India and “Hua” for China. (4) He 

worked as a lecture sometimes for in the Military area at the Dr. Bethune Hygiene School. (5) He 

took over the post of the firs president of the Bethune International peace Hospital after Dr. Norman 

Bethune passing away.  

 

 



Section – C 

Conventional of Writing  

VI. Rewrite the following sentence using necessary punctuation marks. 

1. sure they had a teacher but it wasn’t a regular teacher it was a man a man how could  a man be a 

teacher 

2. you are jyothi aren’t you asked the woman 

Section – D 

Creative Writing 

VII. 1. 

After reading ‘The story of Ikat’, your school organized a field trip to Pochampally. You were one 

of the participants of the field trip. You met many weaver there two were involved in making of 

sarees. You had an interaction with one of the weavers. Now, write the conversation between you 

and the weaver. 

Include: 

i) Time to make sarees. 

ii) Dye colour 

iii) Hard work 

iv) Price 

OR 

Write a letter to your friend suggesting him/her the precaution to be followed while using technical 

gadgets like mobile phones, lap tops etc. 

You may include the following: 

 Role of technical gadgets in our life. 

 How to make proper use of the gadgets. 

 Dangers involved in spending too much time on the gadgets. 

2. Recently you happened to meet some courage’s girls who continued their education. Despite 

serious opposition from their families. This made you feel both proud and concern about these girls 

and you decided to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper emphasizing upon the need to promote 

girl child education. 

You may include the following ideas: 

 The girls you met. 

 Why did their families oppose. 

 Necessity of girl child education 

 Role of society and Government 

OR 

In the lesson, “The Fun they had, “Tommy found a real book that reflected on the education system 

and type of school his grandparents had. Tommy and Marggie found today’s teaching to be 

mechanical. After reading the story you felt the necessity to highlight the reforms to be brought in 

through a drama. 



Now, prepare a drama script 

Include the following ideas: 

 loads of books 

 fear of exams 

 too many home works & assignments 

 extensive school timings 

 no time to play, have fun and relax. 

 

VIII. 1.  

Ammulu was very happy on knowing the news that her Akkayya and Bava garu were going to visit 

her. She was on cloud 9 and started to plan for their visit. Imagine how would Ammulu have 

expressed her happiness in her diary. Make a reflection of theta dairy entry in your answer script. 

OR 

Your school has decided to organize hand writing competition for the students of 3rd to 9th class. 

The best hand writing script would be awarded. You are the secretary of the literary club. The 

teacher in charge instructed you to design a poster to be placed on the school notice board. 

Include: 

 Time 

 Venue 

 Date 

 Last date of enrolment 

 Prizes 

 Requirements 

2. You read the interview of Mr. Hafeez contractor in Sparash, a newsletter of the valley school, 

Bangalore. You were very much inspired by his life’s journey and you have invited him to address 

the X class students who are going to step out of the school and move ahead with professional 

studies. 

Now, draft an invitation card inviting parents and students of X Class  

Include: 

Date, time, venue, message by Hafeez 

OR 

Your school has decided to organize a Book Fir exhibition on it premises. As a school pupil leader 

prepare a spotter informing general public about it. 

********** 

 


